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Assembly Adopts Bill to Permit
‘Local Selection of School Texts

Capitol News Servica

SACRAMENTO—The State
Assembly has voted 45-22 for
a bill which would provide
for a choice of textbooks for
school districts, rather than
the ones now selected by the
State Board of Education.

But the author, Assembly-
man Victor V. Veysey, R-
Brawley, has no great hopes
of getting the measure
through the Senate. And,
even if it cleared the upper
house, it would take an
imendment of the constitu-
tion to put the bill into ef-
fect.

Under present law, the
state curriculum commission
studies books on various ba-
sic subject matters for the
schools. Based on its recom-
mendations, the State Board
of Education makes adoptions
of textbooks. These are
printed at state expense and
distributed to the school dis-

tricts. The districts are re-
quired to use these books, al-
though they may purchase
supplemental books at their
own expense.
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THE VEYSEY bill would
require the board to adopt
a list of from three to five
textbooks for each of the
five basic subjects in the
schools. The local school
boards then could choose
which of the texts they pre-
ferred.

Veysey noted the bill had
support from a number of
school board associations and
was part of Governor Ronald
Reagan’s educational pro-
gram,

“Talk to your local people
and you will find this is the
bill they want,” Veysey said.
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ASSEMBLYMAN Leroy
Green, D-Sacramento, chair-
man of the assembly educa-

tion bill which had approved
the Veysey bill, AB20, was
one of the opponents,

“This measure suggests
that the best is too good be-
cause the curriculum commis-
sion studies the texts and se-
lects the best,” Greene said.
“This bill suggests that the
commission should select the
second best, the third best
and the fourth best.”

Originally, the Veysey bill
could have taken effect only
upon the approval by the
people of an amendment to
the constitution, ACA29 by
Assemlyman Kenneth Cory,
D-Westminster. This measure,
however, has been bottled up
in the committee on consti-
tutional amendments,
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